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Acknowledge the distinguished guests.

| wish to acknowledge the traditional owners of this land, the Gadigal People,

their elders, past and present.

Representatives of all the Italian-Australian associations here present,

distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen — Buongiorno.

During today’s Charity Lunch, you will see a rolling presentation, which informs
the commitment of our Charity towards supporting people in need. Your
donations have made it possible for our Charity to provide over $850,000 in
grants in support of over 120 different community projects. As you will see in
the presentation, we have provided over $260,000 in emergency support to

families, youth, and homeless people.

We have also provided over $160,000 of community assistance in support of

women, children and elderly people.




Our Charity’s commitment to support members of our community suffering
from cancer is unwavering. In this regard, we have provided over $250,000 in
support of cancer medical research and hospital medical equipment. Funds
have been provided to the Concord Cancer Centre at Concord Hospital, the
Chris O’Brien Lifehouse, a cancer treatment centre, and the St Vincent’s Curran

Foundation.

Together with another generous donor, we have also funded a $200,000 3.year
prostate cancer research project being carried out by St Vincent’s Curran
Foundation titled “Tracking the target”. The research is being undertaken by
Dr Megan Crumbaker at the Nuclear Medicine Unit at St Vincent’s Hospital.
The aim of the research is the use of PSMA PET scans to better understand the
response to treatment and their influence on treatment decision in men with

incurable prostate cancer.

We have also provided $80,000 to assist children and adults with disabilities,
providing grants to the Muscular Dystrophy Association of NSW, Autism
Advisory & Support Service, the Cerebral Palsy Alliance and Let’s Get Going.
Today we are providing a special grant to the Adolescent & Young Adults

Hospice, who take care of terminally ill young people.

We have also provided over $50,000 to the Dementia Australia Research
Foundation. The funds have been earmarked towards specific research and

treatment for dementia.



Our Charity has not forgotten the education sector of our community. For this
purpose, we have provided over $65,000 in Italian language scholarships for
Italian language teachers and a 5-year academic research scholarship, in
collaboration with the Catholic Institute of Sydney, today, we are providing
additional funds to the Catholic Institute of Sydney to establish the Father
Atanasio Gonelli OFM Cap Theological Scholarship. A grant for the scholarship
will be presented today to Rev. Dr Luca Infantino from the Catholic Institute of

Sydney.

Your donations and the incredible support our Charity has received this year
from the Board and management of the Canada Bay Club have also made it
possible for our Charity to provide substantial financial assistance in support of
the Capuchin Friars Van and the Martin Place Food Van, which throughout
2025 — and continuing, have provided much-needed, food, drinks, clothing,
blankets and assistance to over 8,500 of Sydney’s homeless and disadvantaged
people. Today we are pleased to present grants totalling $50,000 to
strengthen and support the work our volunteers undertake to support

Sydney’s homeless people.

| am so proud that more than 40 Italian-Australian and multicultural
community associations and organisations in New South Wales are
represented here today to share with us the legacy of Father Atanasio Gonelli,
who worked tirelessly for over 62 years of his pastoral life in the community,
helping the less fortunate and needy members of our community. The support
we have received from all of you is a continuing legacy of his commitment to

our community.



The Italian-Australian community is today, more than ever, relevant and
present in the life of everyday Australia. Our community is an integral and
leading part of the Australian way of life. The grants we will be presenting
today are a continuation of the commitment that Fr Atanasio Gonelli made on
our behalf 76 years ago, when he brought together the Italian-Australian
community of New South Wales and forged it into a cohesive, harmonious and

inclusive Australian community.

With your support, we hope to continue the vision of Father Atanasio,
whereby whenever he saw a need in the community, he always provided a

solution.

On behalf of our Charity’s Board, | wish to thank all our volunteers and donors,

who give their time and money in support of our Charity’s work.

Vi ringrazio per la vostra partecipazione e vi auguro una buona giornata. | wish

to thank you for joining us here today.

Grazie.



