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Continuing Fr Atanasio’s legacy 
 
 
 

Some of the beneficiaries we have assisted with your donations: 
 

    
    

Italian Youth 
Emergency Support 

  
 

 
    

 
 

Tierney House 
 

  
    

 
 

  
    

    
    

   
 

    

Women’s Health 
Centre 

Condobolin 
Adolescent & Young 

Adult Hospice 
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Winter Appeal – our Charity needs your help 
 
Dear Donor, 
 
 
Our Charity needs your help to continue Father Atanasio Gonelli’s legacy of helping people in 
need, especially during the cold winter months.  Your donation will be used to provide blankets, 
food, drinks and other help, during cold winter nights, to Sydney’s homeless and marginalised 
people. 
 
Your donations have made it possible for our Charity to provide substantial financial assistance to 
support Natalino Bongiorno and his team of dedicated volunteers to run Hope On Wheels (the 
Martin Place food van), which every week over the past 12 months, has provided much-needed 
food, drinks, blankets and assistance to over 8,500 of Sydney’s homeless and disadvantaged 
people.  Your donations have also made it possible for our Charity to provide financial support to 
the Capuchin Friars’ Van, Kids Giving Back, Youth Off The Streets, Tierney House at St Vincent’s 
Hospital for emergency accommodation, Gift of Bread, and Patrician Brothers’ College Blacktown’s 
breakfast program for underprivileged children. 
 
With your support, our Charity has established itself as a leading Italian-Australian public 
benevolent institution.  To date, we have provided more than $870,000 to fund 120 individual 
cases and community projects, but we need to do more. 
 
Our Charity’s members’ mission is to live the Gospel message by serving Christ in the poor, with 
love, respect, justice, hope and joy, by sharing our skills and talents with those members of the 
Australian community who are in need. 
 
With the end of the 2026 financial year just weeks away, please consider making a donation and 
benefit from a tax deduction.  The Father Atanasio Gonelli Charitable Fund is a registered public 
benevolent institution (Charity) and all donations $2 and over can be claimed as tax deductions.  
 
On the next page, you will find a pie chart detailing the quantum of assistance we have provided 
to different areas of need in our community. 
 
We look forward to your continuing support.  To make a donation, please 
complete and return the enclosed form OR make a donation via our website 
www.fatheratanasiofund.org.au or by scanning the QR code below. 
 
Warm regards, 

 
Cav. Felice Montrone OAM 
President  

http://www.fatheratanasiofund.org.au/
http://www.fatheratanasiofund.org.au/
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Continuing Fr Atanasio’s legacy … 
 
 
Thanks to your support, our Charity has been able to continue Fr Atanasio’s legacy, 
by supporting 120 projects and individuals, providing over $870,000 to the 
following areas of need: 
 

 

 
 

“Please make a donation and help us to 
continue to help Sydney’s homeless”. 
  

Academic research 
scholarships

4%
Children & adults 
with disabilities

8%

Community 
assistance -

elderly, 
women & 

youth
18%

Emergency support to families, 
homeless, disadvantaged & youth

32%

Italian language 
scholarships

4%

Hospital medical 
equipment & 

patient support
14%

Cancer medical 
research

15%

Dementia medical 
research

5%

http://www.fatheratanasiofund.org.au/
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Winter Appeal – helping Sydney’s homeless … 
 

  
Our Charity has provided grants to the Martin Place Food 
Van (Hope On Wheels), managed by Natalino Bongiorno.  
Hot food and drinks are served every Tuesday night at 
Martin Place, Sydney, to those experiencing homelessness, 
poverty and hardship. 
 

The dedicated Hope On Wheels volunteers on a Tuesday 
night at the Martin Place Food Van, all set up to provide 
food, drinks and blankets to Sydney’s homeless. 

  
Our Charity has provided grants to The Friars’ Van, which 
operates at Woolloomooloo on Monday and Friday nights.  
Warm drinks and sweets are served to those experiencing 
poverty, hardship and homelessness.   
 

The Capuchin Friars and volunteers at The Friars’ Van give a 
sympathetic ear and have a chat with those who stop by, as 
many who come to The Friar’s Van experience 
marginalisation and loneliness. 
 

  
Our Charity has provided funds to Gift of Bread, whose 
volunteers package and distribute free bread to charities 
who support homeless and marginalised people and 
families facing food insecurity. 

A  grant was provided to Kids Giving Back, who train and 
promote volunteering by young people.  The young 
volunteers, in turn, have been preparing and packaging 
meal packs, which Kids Giving Back have provided every 
Tuesday to Hope On Wheels (Martin Place Food Van). 
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We are grateful to our sponsors, donors, media partners & 
volunteers, for enabling our Charity to help Sydney’s homeless 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

 
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 
 

    

 
 

 

 

    

 

 

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 
 

Knights of Malta the 
Ecumenical Order 
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Our Charity’s Board Members and Board Advisors 

 

    
Fr John Cooper OFM Cap. 

Spiritual Advisor 
Cav. Felice Montrone OAM 

Chairman 
John La Mela 

Deputy Chairman 
Sandra Skerl 

Secretary & Charity 
Coordinator  

    
Cav. Gianni Carelli 

Treasurer 
Nat Zanardo OAM 

Board Member 
Natasha Liotta 
Board Member 

Frank Placanica OAM 
Board Member 

    
Frank Mirabito 
Board Member 

Fausto Biviano 
Board Member 

Ivana Smaniotto 
Board Member 

Gaetano Bonfante 
Board Member 

    
Riccardo Montrone 

Board Member 
Domenico Stefanelli 

Board Member 
Cav. Filippo Parisi 

Board Advisor 
Peter Ciani OAM 

Board Advisor 

    
Ivana Reghelin Montresor 

Board Advisor 
Cav. Filippo Navarra OAM 

Board Advisor 
Cav. Armando Tornari OAM 

Board Advisor 
Susi Schio 

Board Advisor 
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